	Burnham on Sea Community Infants
Science

	Year: Reception
	Topic: Animals excluding humans

	Understanding the World
• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.
Links with other areas of learning
Physical Development
• Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: rolling; crawling; walking; jumping; running; hopping; skipping; climbing.



	Prior Learning
	Future Learning

	• Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. (Nursery)
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural 
environment and all living things. (Nursery)
	• Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. (Y1 – Animals, including 
humans)
• Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. (Y1 – Animals, including humans)
• Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets). (Y1 – Animals, including humans)



	What adults might provide:
	What adults might do:

	 Opportunities to learn about animals from a different habitat
• Sharing books about animals in the local area and animals in other 
countries e.g. jungle, polar regions, desert, ocean
• Looking at pictures of animals in different habitats
• Watching videos of animals in different habitats
• Playing games involving matching animals to their habitats
• Playing with small world animals in different habitats
• Visiting the zoo, focusing on animals that live in different habitats
• Caring for pets from a different habitat e.g. tropical fish
• Creating pictures of animals in their habitats
• Pretending to be animals
• Naming and describing animals they see in books, pictures, videos or while on a trip
• Describing different habitats
	• Encourage children to name and describe animals that live in different habitats while reading books, watching videos, looking at pictures or playing matching games.
• Encourage children to ask questions about different animals and the habitats they live in.
• Encourage children to describe habitats.
• Encourage children to talk about how animals are cared for when they live outside their natural habitat.
• Encourage children to move like different animals.
Encouraging scientific enquiry
Classification
• Sort animals according to where they live.
Researching using secondary sources
• Learn how animals from a different habitat are cared for.
• Learn about animals in a different habitat.

	Key Vocabulary:
	Common Misconceptions:

	Model and encourage children to use vocabulary such as:
• names of animals, live, on land, in water, jungle, desert, North Pole, South Pole, sea, hot, cold, wet, dry, snow, ice
Expose children to supplementary vocabulary such as: 
• environment, polar regions, ocean, camouflage
	Some children may think:
• animals are furry and have four legs
• a bee is not an animal because it is an insect
• animals adapt to their surroundings, e.g. a brown bear turns white and becomes a polar bear
• animals living in the soil breathe by coming to the surface
• dragons and other mythical creatures are real animals.

	Possible Texts to support learning:
• Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers
• Shark in the Park by Nick Sharratt
• One Day on our Blue Planet: In the Antarctic by Ella Bailey
• Poles Apart by Jeanne Willis
• Monkey with a Bright Blue Bottom by Steve Smallman
• Walking through the Jungle by Julie Lacome
• How many legs? by Kes Gray
• What do you do with a tail like this? by Steve Jenkins
• The Rainbow Bear by Michael Morpurgo
• We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury
• Bears by Sally Morgan
[bookmark: _GoBack]• Usborne Beginners Bears by Helen Helbrough



