	Burnham on Sea Community Infants
Science

	Year: Reception
	Topic: Seasonal changes

	Understanding the World
• Explore the natural world around them.
• Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.
• Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.



	Prior Learning
	Future Learning

	• Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.(Nursery – Plants & Animals, excluding humans)
	• Observe changes across the four seasons. (Y1 – Seasonal changes)
• Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies. (Y1 – Seasonal changes)



	What adults might provide:
	What adults might do:

	Opportunities to play and explore outside in all seasons and in different weather
• Playing in the rain and snow
• Drawing around puddles
• Catching rain and hail in buckets
• Catching snowflakes on frozen black paper and looking at them with magnifying glasses or an app on a tablet
• Making icicles
• Using scarves or pinwheels to explore the strength and direction of the wind
• Looking at photographs of different seasons and types of weather
• Sharing books about different seasons and types of weather
Opportunities to observe living things throughout the year
• Sharing books about the seasons
• Going on seasonal walks to observe key features of the seasons
• Making artwork with seasonal found objects
• Visiting a canal or pond to look for birds and their young in spring
• Visiting a farm to see the young animals in the spring
• Finding minibeasts in the school grounds at different times in the year
• Taking photographs of the minibeasts they find in the school grounds at different times in the year
• Looking for birds and other animals throughout the year using binoculars
• Sharing books and videos about animals that migrate or hibernate over winter, gather food in autumn, build nests and lay eggs in spring etc.
• Taking photographs of the plants they find in the school grounds at different times in the year
• Observing closely and drawing the plants in the school grounds at 
different times in the year
• Matching animals and plants they find to pictures that identify them
	• Encourage children to talk about how they feel in different types of weather/seasons.
• Encourage children to talk about the clothes they wear in different seasons and why.
• Encourage children to talk about the weather throughout the year.
• Encourage children to find shelter or make shelters to keep themselves dry in the rain or shade themselves when it is sunny.
• Encourage children to talk about how the ground changes when it rains.
• Encourage children to measure the size of puddles using their feet after it rains.
• Encourage children to talk about how puddles change over time after it rains.
• Encourage children to talk about the animals and plants that they find in different seasons.
• Encourage children to ask questions about the weather and seasonal changes.

Encouraging scientific enquiry
Classification
• Which clothes are suitable for each season?
Observing over time
• How does a puddle change over time?
• How does a snowman change as it melts?
• How does the natural world change with the seasons?
Researching using secondary sources
• Find out about how animals behave in different seasons.
• Find out about the weather and seasons.

	Key Vocabulary:
	Common Misconceptions:

	Model and encourage children to use vocabulary such as:
• spring, summer, autumn, winter, seasons, sunny, cloudy, hot, warm, cold, shower, raining, storm, thunder, lightning, hail, sleet, snow, icy, frost, puddles, windy, rainbow, animals, young, plants, flowers
Expose children to supplementary vocabulary such as: 
• hibernate, migrate, snowflake
	Some children may think:
• it always snows in winter
• it is always hot in the summer
• all babies and young animals are born in spring
• plants only have flowers in the spring and summer
• animals sleep during winter
• it rains to help the plants grow
• when it is hotter, it is because the Sun is closer
• God controls the weather

	Possible Texts to support learning:
Traditional stories and nursery rhymes
• Rain, Rain Go Away
• Rain on the Green Grass
• It’s Raining, It’s Pouring
[bookmark: _GoBack]• I Hear Thunder
Other texts
• Seasons by Anna Pang
• Autumn is Here by Heidi Pross Gray
• Spring is Here by Will Hillenbrand
• One Springy Day by Nick Butterworth 
• WOW! It’s Night-time by Tim Hopgood
• Tree - Seasons Come, Seasons Go by Britta Teckentup
 • The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats
• The Snowman by Raymond Briggs





