	Burnham on Sea Community Infants
Science

	Year: Reception
	Topic: Living things and their habitats

	Understanding the World
• Draw information from a simple map.
• Explore the natural world around them.
• Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.
• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.



	Prior Learning
	Future Learning

	• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
• Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural 
environment and all living things.

	• Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees. (Y1 – Plants)
• Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees. (Y1 – Plants)
• Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive. (Y2 – Living things in their habitat)
• Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats. (Y2 – Living things in their habitat)



	What adults might provide:
	What adults might do:

	 Opportunities to explore the plants in the surrounding natural 
environment
• Taking photographs of the plants they find in the school grounds
• Observing closely and drawing the plants in the school grounds
• Finding plants in the school grounds to match with photographs of them
• Looking at aerial views to count the number of trees in the school grounds
• Using a map of the school grounds, with pictures of where specific plants can be found, to find those plants
• Creating a map to show how to find their favourite plants in the school grounds
Opportunities to explore the animals in the surrounding natural 
environment
• Finding minibeasts in the school grounds
• Taking photographs of the minibeasts they find in the school grounds
 • Matching the minibeasts they find to pictures that identify them
• Observing the minibeasts closely, using a magnifying glass or app on a tablet
• Drawing pictures of the minibeasts
• Creating a map to show where they found each type of minibeast
• Sharing books about minibeasts
• Playing with small world minibeasts
• Building minibeast homes
Opportunities to explore plants and animals in a contrasting natural environment
• Visiting a contrasting natural environment e.g. forest, beach, etc.
• Finding and taking photographs of plants and animals in the contrasting 
natural environment
• Sharing non-fiction and fiction books about the contrasting natural environment visited


	• Support children to identify different plants e.g. trees, bushes, flowers, vegetables, herbs.
• Ensure children are careful when exploring the plants and do not damage them in any way.
• Encourage children to touch and smell the plants, when appropriate.
• Encourage children to talk about the plants they find.
• Support children to name the plants they find.
• Encourage children to find the same plant in a different place.
• Ensure children are careful when observing minibeasts and return them to where they found them.
• Encourage children to talk about the minibeasts they find.
• Support children to name the minibeasts they find.
• Encourage children to identify similarities and differences between the plants and animals they find in the surrounding natural environment and the contrasting one they visit.
• Encourage children to ask questions about the plants and animals they find.
Encouraging scientific enquiry
Classification
• Name and describe plants and animals they find in the school grounds.
Pattern seeking
• Look for minibeasts in different areas of the school grounds.
• Look for plants in different areas of the school grounds.

	Key Vocabulary:
	Common Misconceptions:

	Model and encourage children to use vocabulary such as:
• plant, tree, bush, flower, vegetable, herb, weed, animal, names of plants and animals they see, name of a contrasting environment e.g. beach, forest
Expose children to supplementary vocabulary such as: 
• environment
	Some children may think:
• trees are not plants
• trees are not living as they do not seem to change or grow
• weeds are bad plants 


	Possible Texts to support learning:
Traditional stories and nursery rhymes
• Incey, Wincey Spider
• Ladybird, Ladybird Fly Away Home
Other texts
• Bad-Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle
• Mad About Minibeasts by David Wojtowycz & Giles Andreae
• Ben Plants a Butterfly Garden by Kate Petty
• Norman the Slug with the Silly Shell by Sue Hendra
• Aargh a Spider by Lydia Monks
[bookmark: _GoBack]• Insects: A Close-up Look by Peter Seymour
• Down at the Cool of the Pool by Tony Mitton
• Over and Under the Pond by Kate Messner
• Red Knit Cap Girl by Naoko Stoop



