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Burnham-On-Sea Infant School
'Nurturing Minds, Growing Potential, Enriching Futures'
 
RE Curriculum Overview
Curriculum Lead: Alice Mills


Education breeds confidence. Confidence breeds hope. Hope breeds peace
Confucius





Intent (curriculum design, coverage and appropriateness):
The three statutory aims of the curriculum are to develop successful learners, confident individuals and positive contributors. RE has a vital role to play in the development of these core aims. (Awareness Mystery and Values, 2019)
RE promotes respect and open-mindedness towards others with different faiths and beliefs and encourages pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging through self-awareness and reflection. At Burnham Infants, we aim to engage pupils in an enquiry approach where they can develop an understanding and appreciation for the expression of beliefs, cultural practices and influence of principle religions and worldviews in the local, national and wider global community.
 
Implementation (curriculum delivery, teaching and assessment):
Children learn about the key themes in Christianity - Incarnation, Salvation, Agape, God and Creation. In Key Stage One children are introduced in more depth to the Christian and Jewish faiths as well as learning about other beliefs and cultures through discovering festivals from other faiths. They spend time exploring religious stories, texts and artefacts. They learn to recognise similarities and differences between theirs and others lives. They begin to share their ideas, respond to and ask questions and recognise how beliefs impact on people’s lives. All children are given varied learning opportunities such as role play, games, art, and music to encourage them to express their ideas and feelings. Visits to religious places of worship and whole school interfaith workshops are undertaken where possible and where not, use of the internet. Children all take part in school performances and whole school events, e.g. Harvest Festival and Christingle at St. Andrew's Church, Nativity plays, Christmas and Easter. Across Years 1 and 2, children will cover some aspects over both years to gain a deeper understanding of key events and festivals that are widely celebrated within Christianity. The remaining aspects that are outlined in the Awareness, Mystery and Values guidance are spread throughout the two years and are not revisited. The exploration of a repeated aspect shows progression from year one to year two through the skills that the children can currently access and the questioning that they undertake. In year two, some stories, beliefs and festivals will be explored in more depth and entail deeper questioning to unpick the core principles and views to gain a wider awareness and understanding to build on their previous knowledge from year one.
 
Impact (attainment and progress):  Children can:
Make sense of beliefs: identify core beliefs and concepts studied and give a simple description of what they mean; give examples of how stories show what people believe (e.g. the meaning behind a festival); give clear, simple accounts of what stories and other texts mean to believers.
Understand the impact: give examples of how people use stories, texts and teachings to guide their beliefs and actions; give examples of ways in which believers put their beliefs into practice.
Make Connections: think, talk and ask questions about whether the ideas we have been studying have something to say to us; give a good reason for the views we have and the connections we make.
 
The RE lead at Burnham-on-Sea will;
· Help design the rolling curriculum map and then to monitor to ensure that units are being taught at the correct time.
· Complete learning walks, speak to pupils about their learning and discuss with colleagues’ successes and barriers.
· Available to offer subject knowledge and advice when needed to support teaching staff in their understanding and delivery of RE.
	RE Curriculum Overview

	RE in the EYFS


	Early Learning Goal: Early Learning Goal: People, Culture and Communities
 
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
· Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	
 People, Culture and Communities
 (RE)
	Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways (consider a celebration that is familiar to most children).

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences.

Know and understand that some places are special to members of their community.

Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to culture and communities. For example, celebration, belief, worship, respect, faith, religion, scared, kindness, love, family and friendship. 



	Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences (consider a celebration that is not familiar to most children).

Know and understand that some places are special to members of their community. 

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this county and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories and non-fiction texts.

Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to culture and communities. For example, celebration, belief, worship, respect, faith, religion, scared, kindness, love, family and friendship. 


	Recognise, know and understand that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways (consider a celebration that is not familiar to most children).

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences.

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this county and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories and non-fiction texts.

Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to culture and communities. For example, celebration, belief, worship, respect, faith, religion, scared, kindness, love, family and friendship. 



	
	Christmas (birth of Jesus) 

Watch CBeebies (Where in the World) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-christmas 
Preparing for Christmas 
Christmas Story 

Host a visit from a parent/grandparent to talk about how they celebrate Christmas.  

Ask children to share how they celebrate Christmas. How are traditions the same? How are traditions different?  

Compare to a traditional Christmas day dinner to another country. For example, Poland. Fish (carp) is the traditional Polish Christmas day dinner.  Focus on a country that might be relevant to the particular cohort.


Visit a church and follow up with church role play. 

Provide small world resources for nativity role play. 

Provide a box of traditional Christmas decorations for children to decorate the home corner. 


	Lunar New Year (arrival of spring and an important date in China) 

Eyes That Speak to the Stars by Joanna Ho (story) 
The Great Race by Emily Hiles (story) 
Cleversticks by Bernard Ashley (story) 

Watch CBeebies (Where in the World) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/chinese-new-year Preparing for Lunar New Year
Celebrating Lunar New Year 
Lunar New Year Story
Following each video, talk with the children about what they learnt about Lunar New Year. Based on children’s interests, from the video, take learning forward. For example, making lanterns. 

Provide a box of Lunar New Year decorations for children to decorate the home corner. 

Other celebrations in the spring term
Shrove Tuesday 
Easter

	Holi (festival of love and an important date in India) 

The Festival of Colours by Kabir Sehgal and Surishtha Sehgal (non-fiction) 
A Gift for Amma by Meera Sriram (story)
Tomatoes for Neela by Padma Lakshmi (story) 
My Village: Rhymes from Around the World by Mique Moriuchi, Danielle Wright et al (rhymes) 

Watch CBeebies (Where in the World) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-holi Preparing for Holi
Celebrating Holi 
Holi Dance

Following the video, talk with the children about what they learnt about Holi. Based on children’s interests, from the video, take learning forward. For example, re-enacting the festival of colours (paint, paper, fabric).

Provide saris/fabric in the home corner for children to wear. 


	RE at Key Stage 1

	[bookmark: _GoBack]At Burnham On Sea Infant School we follow the Somerset SACRE Awe and Wonder Syllabus for RE identifies that children should be taught  Christianity plus one other religion. 

	Christianity

	Salvation
	God (*God + Creation)
	Incarnation
	Agape (selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love)

	Know that the Christian Holy book is called the Bible, and that it is divided into two parts – Old
Testament (which Christians share with Judaism – Jesus was a Jew) and New Testament.
Recall stories from the Bible associated with the last eight days of Jesus’ life, including (a) his entry into Jerusalem, (b) the Last Supper, (c) his arrest, (d) crucifixion and (e) resurrection.
Recognise the order of the key events in the Biblical narrative.
Identify these stories with the religion of Christianity, who are collectively called Christians and
know that they are from the Bible.
Understand that Christians believe that Jesus died so that people can be forgiven by God.
Understand that Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead, giving hope of a new life.
Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to their enquiry into the Easter story.
	Christians find out about what God is like and how he wants people to live from the Bible.
There is a story in the Bible which Christians believe expresses their key beliefs about creation.
– God created the universe.
– The story is called the six days of creation and describes what God did as the world was
created.
– The last thing that God created was humans.
Christians believe that God expects humans to care for His world because it belongs to God.
Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to their enquiry into what
Christians believe about God. 
	Christians find out about what Jesus is like and how he wants people to live from the Bible.
Understand that Advent is the time before Christmas when Christians get ready for Jesus
coming.
Recall Bible stories associated with the birth of Jesus. Including (a) the meaning of his names
Immanuel (God is with us) and Jesus (he saves), (b), the angel Gabriel’s message to Mary – that her baby is God’s son, (c) his humble birth, (d) visited by shepherds -ordinary people – and the Magi.
Identify these stories with the religion of Christianity, whose members are collectively called
Christians and know that these stories are from the Bible.
Recognise the order of the key events in the Biblical narrative.
Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to their enquiry into the Christmas story.
	Jesus taught that people should be loving, kind and forgiving to everyone because this is what God is like.
Recall the story of the Unmerciful Servant Matthew 18:23-34, linking it to forgiveness in the Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:5-15 including (a) Peter’s question, “How many times should I
forgive?” (b) the events of the parable, (c) understand that, just as Christians believe that God forgives them, Jesus wants them to forgive everyone (d) that Christians are reminded about
these things every time they pray the Lord’s prayer.
Reflect on the implications of this story for Christians and for themselves today.
Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to their enquiry into this story,
e.g. ‘Why did Jesus tell this story and other parables?’

	Other faith : Judaism

	God and the Covenant
	Torah

	Know that Jews believe in one God who created the universe.
Know basic elements of the story found in Genesis:
· God made the world from nothing
· God Makes everything in the world, including plants and animals
· Man is the last to be made
· Man is made last and is given responsibility to care for the world God has created
Know that the Jewish name for God is Adonai which mean ‘Lord’. Jews use the name with great respect, never carelessly. Sometimes Jews write the words as God because of its sacredness.
Be able to recognise the Star of David as a symbol of Judaism, which represents the 6 days of creation found in Genesis.
Know that Jews live all over the world, but Israel is considered very special as it was promised to Abraham and his descendants by God.
Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to the story of creation.
Attempt to support their answers using reasons and/or information.
	Know that the Torah means ‘teaching’ is the most important part of Jewish scriptures.
Know that it contains the first 5 books of the Hebrew Bible.
It teaches Jews what God is like and how they should live their lives.
One day a week Jews observe the Sabbath: they rest, have a meal on Friday evening with their family. Jews believe that bringing the family together once a week when no one works is important.
Understand how special the Torah is for Jews: the Torah is read every week in the synagogue, the end of one cycle is celebrated in Simchat Torah.
Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to the Jewish teachings on the Torah.
Attempt to support their answers using reasons and/or information

	
	Autumn

	Spring

	Summer

	Year 1
	What do Christians believe about God?
What do Christians believe about Jesus? (Incarnation)


	What do Christians believe about Jesus? (Incarnation)
What do Christians believe about forgiveness? (Salvation/Agape)



	What do Jewish people believe about God and the Covenant?




	Year 2
	What do Christians believe about God?
What do Christians believe about forgiveness?
What do Christians believe about Jesus? (Incarnation)

	What do Christians believe about love? (Agape)
What do Christians believe about forgiveness? (Salvation/Agape)

	What do Jewish people believe about Torah?
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