

[image: ]


Burnham-On-Sea Infant School
'Nurturing Minds, Growing Potential, Enriching Futures'
 
Geography Curriculum Overview
Curriculum Lead: Carly Hatch 


"Geography explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares us for the future"
Michael Palin



 
Intent (curriculum design, coverage and appropriateness):
Our aim of the Geography curriculum is to inspire our children to be curious about the world around them and their place within it. We support our children to think and act as geographers using an enquiry-based approach where the children are expected to think critically and be able to ask and answer questions. The children are equipped with the vocabulary that they need to become geographers and to talk about the world. At Burnham Infants Geography is taught through engaging topics that follow the National Curriculum giving our children opportunities to explore their local surroundings, and find out about wider geographical places through engaging lessons combined with exciting opportunities, both theoretical and practical. We understand the importance of raising children to be responsible, inquisitive thinkers who are able to process new information, and reflect on it. Children will be given  learning opportunities to develop their understanding of  both human and physical geography which  will enable them begin to have a better understanding of themselves and the wider world they live in as they grow up to be caring, responsible adults who can influence the future of our world.
 
Implementation (curriculum delivery, teaching and assessment):
Geography is the study of places and the relationships between people and their environments. Geographers explore both the physical properties of Earth's surface and the human societies spread across it. 
To ensure that high quality geography is taking place throughout the whole school we implement a curriculum which is progressive from EYFS through to Year 2.  Our learning in geography will be focused on the four aspects of Space (Where, map work etc.), Place (what is it like- characteristics), Process (environmental-human/physical Geography and Geographical Skills – (fieldwork, gathering and presenting information.) 
All lessons have a strong focus on vocabulary which ensures that all children can talk about geography using the appropriate language. The subject leader ensures that knowledge and skills within geography lessons are progressive through the school through monitoring and evaluating. 
Impact (attainment and progress):
Through our Geography curriculum children will have carried out geographical investigations and understood and used a range of geographical language. They will be able to use simple maps and atlases to locate places and compare and contrast places through discussing their characteristics. Children will be able to identify some human and physical features of locations and taken part in some simple field work studies, recording their findings in a variety of ways. Evidence of children’s learning will be found in their work books, recorded in a variety of ways including writing and photos.
 
The Geography lead at Burnham On Sea Infants:
- helps design the curriculum map and then monitor in order to ensure that units are being taught at the correct time
 - completes learning walks, talks to pupils about their learning and discusses with colleagues successes and barriers
- is available to offer subject knowledge and advice when needed to support subject teaching staff in their understanding and delivery of the geography curriculum
- ensures their support knowledge and subject leadership is supported through engagement with professional bodies such at The Geography Association.
	Geography Curriculum Overview

	Geography in the EYFS
The journey begins for Early Years Foundation Stage, with a mixture of taught sessions and practical exploration through child initiated play.

	Early Learning Goal for Understanding the World: The Natural World (Geography)
· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. 
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Knowledge
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. For example, describe what they can see, hear and feel. 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environment, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
Understand what a map is. 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.
Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to geographical and scientific thinking.  For example, field study, map, street, road, season, weather, continents, house, church, melt, heat, light, dark, transparent, magnetic, attract and repel.
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. For example, describe what they can see, hear and feel. 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environment, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
Explore different kinds of maps. 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.
Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to geographical and scientific thinking.  For example, soil, office, life cycle, force, push and pull. 
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. For example, describe what they can see, hear and feel. 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environment, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations by naming animals from around the planet. 
Understand the importance of recycling and how we can look after our environment.  
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.
Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to geographical thinking.  For example, beach, farm, sea, shop. 


	Implementation
	Simple Field Study: Autumn welly walk around the immediate environment (take a photo of a tree, take note of the weather and season). Vocabulary: evergreen, deciduous. Adult to display a simple map of the route and plot the photographs taken on the welly walk. 

Key Texts
Tree by Patricia Hegarty (non-fiction and seasons)
Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert (story) 
The Leaf Thief by Alice Hemming (story and seasons) 
We are Going on a Lion Hunt by David Axtell (habitats) 
Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers (ecological) 
My Map Book by Sara Fanelli (non-fiction) 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen (journey) 
Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins (journey) 
Changes, Changes by Pat Hutchins (journey) 

Organise the animals by the continents of the world and have a class globe. 
Create a basic map for children to find hidden objects. 



	Simple Field Study: Winter welly walk, on the same route, around the immediate environment (take a photo of the same tree from the autumn welly walk, take photographs of landmarks, take note of the weather and season). Adult to add to the display of the simple map of the route and plot the photographs taken on the welly walk. 
Put coats, woolly hats, scarves, gloves and blankets in the home corner. 
Simple Field Study: Spring welly walk, on the same route, around the immediate environment (take a photo of the same tree, from the autumn and winter welly walks, take note of the weather and season). Vocabulary: daffodils, blossom. Adult to add to the display of the simple map of the route and plot the photographs taken on the welly walk. 
Put daffodils in the home corner. 

Key Texts
Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter by Kenard Pak (story) 
Tree by Patricia Hegarty (non-fiction and seasons)
Robin’s Winter Song by Suzanne Barton (story) 
Spring by Lizzie Scott (non-fiction) 
One Springy Day by Nick Butterworth
Create a basic map to plot the route to a local amenity. For example, a park. 
Explore online maps (google – street view).
Look at aerial photographs of the school.
	Simple Field Study: Summer welly walk, on the same route, around the immediate environment (take a photo of the same tree from the autumn, winter and spring welly walks, take note of the weather and season). Vocabulary: tree names. Adult to add to the display of the simple map of the route and plot the photographs taken on the welly walk. 
Put sun hats and sunglasses in the home corner.

Key Texts
Tree by Patricia Hegarty (non-fiction and seasons)
The Bee Book by Charlotte Milner 
Cyril The Lonely Cloud by Tim Hopgood (story) 
The Street Beneath my Feet by Charlotte Guillian (story) 
What Can You See in Summer? By Sian Smith (non-fiction) 
Kipper’s Sunny Day by Nick Butterworth (story) 
The Train Ride by Julie Crebbin (story, journey, town, country) 
The Bear in the Cave by Michael Rosen (story, town, country) 
Where the Forest Meets the Sea by Jeannie Baker (ecological) 
Window by Jeannie Baker (ecological) 
Rosie Revere Engineer by Andrea Beaty(technological) 
Iggy Peck Architect by (technological) 
10 Things I Can Do to Help My World by Melanie Walsh (non-fiction) 
Planet Full of Plastic by Neil Layton (ecological) 
Go litter picking. 
Explore the UK and other countries through the use of the text Emma Jane’s Aeroplane by Katie Haworth.  Watch ‘Go Jetters’ (CBeebies): Four adventure seeking superheroes explore places all around planet earth. Visit the tourist information office. 


	Geography at Key Stage 1
At KS1 geography is taught with a termly focus linked to a big enquiry question. Each lesson is sequences so that it builds on the learning from the previous lesson. Hands on exploratory tasks and key enquiry questions encourage children to explore their thinking and apply their learning in different contexts, making connections with prior learning.  Quality language rich texts are used as vehicles for children to explore key geographical and environmental issues

	The Key Stage 1 National Curriculum for Geography outlines that pupils should be taught:
Locational knowledge
· name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
· name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
Place knowledge
· understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country
Human and physical geography
· identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
· use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical and human features
Geographical skills and fieldwork
· use world maps, atlases and globes 
· use simple compass directions and locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map
	How we teach Geography:
Geography is taught each term using enquiry questions exploring different locations around the World through the disciplinary concepts of space, place, process and geographical skills.
For each unit of work a class / year group padlet is created to record pupil’s development of knowledge.  These are then used by pupils to create a 2 page spread to share their learning. 
Key texts and stories are used to develop the children’s learning and explore community issues such a global warming. 

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 1
	What can we see from Space?  Continents of the world
	Settlements – Towns, villages and cities. Local Study - Map work
	What are the seas and oceans of the world; how can we protect them?

	Year 2
	North/South Poles exploration – melting ice caps 

	The UK and its capital cities, 
Local Study - Bristol
	How does Australia compare to the UK?  (Population, landmarks, climate)

	Geography Curriculum Progression

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Space (Where)
	Place (what is it like- characteristics)
	Process (environmental-human/physical Geography)
	Geographical Skills – (fieldwork, gathering and presenting information.)

	Locational knowledge of where in the world a place can be found.
Naming of the seas/oceans, continents, capital cities of the United Kingdom
	Key features of different locations including weather and climate.
	Key human and physical features of a place, including what can be found there and why.
	Use of maps and describing the location of a place using positional language.
Fieldwork skills including exploring the local environment.

	
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Space
	What can we see from Space?  Continents of the world
· What is a continent?
· What is the equator?
· Which continents are in the northern/southern hemispheres?
Settlements – Towns, villages and cities. Local Study - Map work
· Where is Burnham On Sea located?
· Where is my school?

What are the seas and oceans of the world and how can we protect them?
· What is an ocean? 
· Where are the world's oceans? 
· How deep is the ocean?
	North/South Poles exploration – melting ice caps
· Where are the polar regions?

The UK and its capital cities, Local Study – Bristol
· What is the United Kingdom?
· What are the capital cities of England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales?

How does Australia compare to the UK?  
· Where is Australia?
· What is the weather like in Australia? 
· How is the weather in Australia different than the UK?

	Place
	What can we see from Space?  Continents of the world
· What is it like in the continents?
· What animals can be found in the different continents?

Settlements – Towns, villages and cities. Local Study - Map work
· Where are the world's people? 
· What is a settlement? 
· What affects where people live?

What are the seas and oceans of the world and how can we protect them?
· Why are our oceans important?
· What lives in the ocean? 
· Why are the oceans under threat?
	North/South Poles exploration – melting ice caps
· What is life like in the polar regions?
· Who lives in the polar regions?

The UK and its capital cities, Local Study – Bristol
· How do people move around in Bristol?
· How does Burnham on Sea have links with Bristol?

How does Australia compare to the UK?  
· Why do people visit Australia?
· How do experiences within Australia differ?
· How are populations within Australia moving?

	Process
	What can we see from Space?  Continents of the world
· What are some of the key landmarks in each continent?
Settlements – Towns, villages and cities. Local Study - Map work
· How are settlements shaped? 
· What makes up a city? 
· How are cities and villages different to live in? 
· What human and physical features can I find in my settlement?

What are the seas and oceans of the world and how can we protect them?
· How is the ocean different at the North Pole and the Equator?
	North/South Poles exploration – melting ice caps
· What do the melting ice caps tell us about the planet?

The UK and its capital cities, Local Study – Bristol
· What can you find in the United Kingdom? (human and physical features)
· What are the landmarks in Bristol?

How does Australia compare to the UK? 
· What are the features of cities in Australia?

	Geographical Skills
	What can we see from Space?  Continents of the world
· Can I use a map to locate the continents of the World?
· Can I describe the location of a continent using locational and directional language?
· Can I identify the human and physical features of the continents?

Settlements – Towns, villages and cities. Local Study - Map work
· Can I sketch a map of my settlement?
· Can I use symbols and a key in my map? 
· Can I describe where things are in my settlement?

What are the seas and oceans of the world and how can we protect them?
•	Can I use a map to locate the oceans of the World?
•	Can I describe the location of an ocean using locational and directional language?
	North/South Poles exploration – melting ice caps
· Can I use a map to locate the North and South Pole?
· Can I describe the location of the Poles using locational and directional language?
· Can I identify the human and physical features of the poles?

The UK and its capital cities, Local Study – Bristol
· Can I describe the location of the capital cities of the UK?
· Can I identify the human and Physical features of the countries of the UK, including their capital cities?
· Can I use a map to locate landmarks and human and physical features?
· Can I create a simple map of a place, including symbols and a key to identify places/landmarks?

How does Australia compare to the UK?
· Can I use a world map/atlas/globe to locate Australia?
· Can I describe the location of Australia using locational and directional language?
· Can I create a map, using a simple key to show the location of the population of Australia?
· Can I create a map to show the key human and physical features of Australia?
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