 

                                                         Burnham on Sea Infant School
EYFS Curriculum Goals and Progression Map for Understanding the World

Overarching EYFS Vision

[bookmark: _GoBack]At Burnham Infant School we offer a progressive curriculum rich in wonder and memorable experiences. We provide a stimulating environment that provides exciting opportunities, promotes challenge, exploration and adventure, reflects children’s interests and a real love of learning. This is underpinned by our core learning values of developing learners who are kind, curious and dedicated.

It is our intent that all children develop physically, verbally, cognitively and emotionally in an environment which values all cultures, communities and people. We aim for our children to be confident and independent, to believe in themselves and interact positively with others.  

We understand that play is an integral part of learning, and this is at the heart of our early years’ curriculum. We believe that the correct mix of adult directed and uninterrupted child-initiated play ensures the best outcomes for pupils. Therefore, our curriculum is both flexible and responsive to children’s needs and interests.

Warm and positive relationships between staff and children, consistent routines and strong relationships with parents are key.to our practice and provision.

We recognise the crucial role that early year’s education must play in providing firm foundations upon which the rest of a child’s education is successfully based.

Educational Programme: Understanding the World 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

Our Intent at Burnham Infants School
Nothing matters more than children making sense of the world in which they live. Children’s awe of the world around them needs to be fostered through everyday practice and provision. We aim to offer every child a ‘basic entitlement’ across the aspects within Understanding the World so their curiosity for knowing, understanding and comparing the world can be explored (cultural capital: the essential knowledge that children need to be educated citizens). 
We have designed an understanding the world curriculum that ensures we: 
· Provide children with real life experiences through visits and visitors (meeting important members of society).
· Read a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems depicting our socially, culturally, ecologically and technologically diverse world.
· Enrich and widen children’s vocabulary through story telling.
· Embed and deepen children’s understanding within the enhanced provision.
            
We will provide an Understanding of the World area where children can access a range of real resources such as, atlases, insect pots, magnifying glasses, flags, maps, pinecones, leaves, conkers, shells, mirrors, cameras, clocks, timers, magnets, rocks, minerals, gems, torches, babushka dolls, pebbles, globes, and read a range of texts that show our social, cultural, ecological and technological diverse world. 
The three aspects of Understanding the World all interlink. Therefore, the elements of each national curriculum subject (history, science, geography and RE) will be evident across Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities and the Natural World. The use of IT, as a tool for the way children learn will be threaded across all the aspects of Understanding the World.
Furthermore, there are links to other curriculum plans. For example, learning the names of animals and plants (autumn) and then drawing them (summer) as detailed in the curriculum plan for Expressive Arts and Design. 
We can refer to Development Matters for any further guidance needed for specific cohort learning and developmental needs.
	Past and Present (History) 
	First Milestone
(End of Autumn term)
	Second Milestone
(End of Spring Term)
	Third Milestone 
(End of Summer Term)
	Early Learning Goal: Past and Present 

	Intent 

What every child is entitled to know
	Recognise how we change over time (baby to now). 

Name and describe people that are familiar to them. 

Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 

Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.

Know that we celebrate events because of what happened many years ago. 

Share books about families, babies and childhood linked to the past.

Develop an awareness of time using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  For example, a long time ago, past, now, then, memory, young, old or history).

	Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.

Understand the past through settings, characters and events. 

Comment on some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences. 

Share books about toys and games linked to the past.

Understand the concept of time passing. 

Develop an awareness of time using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  For example, a long time ago, past, now, then, memory, young, old or history).



	Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.

Understand the past through settings, characters and events. 

Comment on some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences.

Share books about the seaside linked to the past.

Understand the concept of time passing. 

Develop an awareness of time using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  For example, a long time ago, past, now, then, memory, young, old or history).
	Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.


	Implementation 
	Start a simple class timeline for September that records children’s experiences throughout the month. Display in classroom. Continue for October, November and December. 

Host a visit from a baby (and parent) to talk about what babies need. 

Children to bring in a photograph of when they were younger (a baby). Share photographs and ask children to guess the child’. Share photographs of the teachers when they were younger. Ask the children to guess the teacher. How are we the same? How are we similar? How are we different?  

Babies and Childhood
Peepo by Janet and Allan Ahlberg
The Growing Story by Ruth Krauss and Helen Oxenbury
Once There Were Giants by Martin Waddell 
So Much by Trish Cooke 
Families
Grandma’s Bill by Martin Waddell 
My Great Granpa by Martin Waddell
My Two Grannies by Floella Benjamin 
The Great Big Book of Families by Mary Hoffman (non-fiction)
Homes by Carson Ellis (social) 

Host a visit from a firefighter. Look at firefighting in the past. For example, fire fighter passing buckets of water along a human line to put the fire out. Make the link to the historical event of Bonfire night. Watch CBeebies: Bonfire night episode: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/my-first-festivals-bonfire-night 

Other historical events in the autumn term
Poppy day. Watch CBeebies: Poppies: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/poppies 
	Continue the simple class timeline for January, February, March and April. 

Host a visit from a nurse/carer to be in provision. Look at nursing in the past. For example, hygiene changes and different kinds of beds. Watch Magic Grandad: Florence Nightingale: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkoaMawiZ-o 

Set up hospital role play. 

Host a visit from an actor (Mr Squires) to hot seat being in the role of a Victorian headteacher. Look at Victorians in the past. For example, changes to clothing. Children to dress up in Victorian clothing. 

Put Victorian resources in the home comer (cast iron, bed pans, toys, wash board). 

Play Victorian games in the playground. 

Toys and Games 
The Toymaker by Martin Waddell 
Too Many Toys by Heidi Deedman 
Lost in the Toy Museum by David Lucas 
Dogger by Shirley Hughes 
Brown Paper Bear by Catherine Allison

	Continue the simple class timeline for May, June and July.  

Host a visit from a member of Burnham Area Rescue Boat (BARB) or visit the seafront to see BARB. Look at lifeboat rescue in the past. 

Watch videos about Grace Darling: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yv3eS40j0N0 and 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/my-story-grace-darling 

Host a visit from a parent/grandparent to talk about holidays in the past. Look at beach holidays from the past. For example, changes to swimwear and changing booths.

Seaside 
Lighthouse Keepers Lunch by Ronda and David Armitage  
Coming to England by Floella Benjamin 
Danger at Sea by David Oakden 
Seaside Poems by Jill Bennett 
The Boy on the Beach by Niki Daly 
What Can I See?: Beach (non-fiction)  
Beside the Seaside: Seaside Holidays Then and Now by Claire Hibbert (non-fiction)  


	



	People, Culture and Communities
 (RE)
	First Milestone
(End of Autumn term)
	Second Milestone
(End of Spring Term)
	Third Milestone 
(End of Summer Term)
	Early Learning Goal: People, Culture and Communities
 

	Intent 

What every child is entitled to know
	Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways (consider a celebration that is familiar to most children).

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences.

Know and understand that some places are special to members of their community.

Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to culture and communities. For example, celebration, belief, worship, respect, faith, religion, scared, kindness, love, family and friendship. 



	Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences (consider a celebration that is not familiar to most children).

Know and understand that some places are special to members of their community. 

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this county and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories and non-fiction texts.

Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to culture and communities. For example, celebration, belief, worship, respect, faith, religion, scared, kindness, love, family and friendship. 


	Recognise, know and understand that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways (consider a celebration that is not familiar to most children).

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences.

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this county and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories and non-fiction texts.

Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to culture and communities. For example, celebration, belief, worship, respect, faith, religion, scared, kindness, love, family and friendship. 

	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.











	Implementation
	Christmas (birth of Jesus) 

Watch CBeebies (Where in the World) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-christmas 
Preparing for Christmas 
Christmas Story 


Host a visit from a parent/grandparent to talk about how they celebrate Christmas.  

Ask children to share how they celebrate Christmas. How are traditions the same? How are traditions different?  

Compare to a traditional Christmas day dinner to another country. For example, Poland. Fish (carp) is the traditional Polish Christmas day dinner.  Focus on a country that might be relevant to the particular cohort.


Visit a church and follow up with church role play. 

Provide small world resources for nativity role play. 

Provide a box of traditional Christmas decorations for children to decorate the home corner. 


	Lunar New Year (arrival of spring and an important date in China) 

Eyes That Speak to the Stars by Joanna Ho (story) 
The Great Race by Emily Hiles (story) 
Cleversticks by Bernard Ashley (story) 

Watch CBeebies (Where in the World) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/chinese-new-year Preparing for Lunar New Year
Celebrating Lunar New Year 
Lunar New Year Story
Following each video, talk with the children about what they learnt about Lunar New Year. Based on children’s interests, from the video, take learning forward. For example, making lanterns. 

Provide a box of Lunar New Year decorations for children to decorate the home corner. 

Other celebrations in the spring term
Shrove Tuesday 
Easter

	Holi (festival of love and an important date in India) 

The Festival of Colours by Kabir Sehgal and Surishtha Sehgal (non-fiction) 
A Gift for Amma by Meera Sriram (story)
Tomatoes for Neela by Padma Lakshmi (story) 
My Village: Rhymes from Around the World by Mique Moriuchi, Danielle Wright et al (rhymes) 

Watch CBeebies (Where in the World) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-holi Preparing for Holi
Celebrating Holi 
Holi Dance

Following the video, talk with the children about what they learnt about Holi. Based on children’s interests, from the video, take learning forward. For example, re-enacting the festival of colours (paint, paper, fabric).

Provide saris/fabric in the home corner for children to wear. 

	



	The Natural World (Geography and Science) 

	First Milestone
(End of Autumn term)
	Second Milestone
(End of Spring Term)
	Third Milestone (End of Summer Term)
	Early Learning Goal: The Natural World 

	Intent 

What every child is entitled to know
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. For example, describe what they can see, hear and feel. 

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environment, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Explore the natural world around them, making observations by naming plants and animals. 

Understand what a map is. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Explore and talk about forces they can feel. 

Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to geographical and scientific thinking.  For example, field study, map, street, road, season, weather, continents, house, church, melt, heat, light, dark, transparent, magnetic, attract and repel.


	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. For example, describe what they can see, hear and feel. 

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environment, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Explore the natural world around them, making observations by naming and drawing plants. Understand how to care for plants. 

Explore different kinds of maps. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Explore and talk about forces they can feel. 

Understand life cycles. 

Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to geographical and scientific thinking.  For example, soil, office, life cycle, force, push and pull. 

	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. For example, describe what they can see, hear and feel. 

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environment, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Explore the natural world around them, making observations by naming and drawing trees. 

Explore the natural world around them, making observations by naming animals from around the planet. 

Understand the importance of recycling and how we can look after our environment.  

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Understand life cycles. 

Develop an awareness of common words and phrases relating to geographical and scientific thinking.  For example, beach, farm, sea, shop, materials, float, sink and buoyancy. 

	Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. 

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.


	Implementation 
	Simple Field Study: Autumn welly walk around the immediate environment (take a photo of a tree, take note of the weather and season). Vocabulary: evergreen, deciduous. Adult to display a simple map of the route and plot the photographs taken on the welly walk. 

Tree by Patricia Hegarty (non-fiction and seasons)
Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert (story) 
The Leaf Thief by Alice Hemming (story and seasons) 
We are Going on a Lion Hunt by David Axtell (habitats) 
Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers (ecological) 
My Map Book by Sara Fanelli (non-fiction) 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen (journey) 
Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins (journey) 
Changes, Changes by Pat Hutchins (journey) 

Organise the animals by the continents of the world and have a class globe. 

Create a basic map for children to find hidden objects. 

Heating and cooling: Chocolate (melting), bread (toast) and jelly. 

Explore a range of different sized magnets varying in strength. What does repulsion feel like? What does attract feel like? 

Explore transparent materials and non-transparent materials. Shadow puppets (light and dark).  


	Simple Field Study: Winter welly walk, on the same route, around the immediate environment (take a photo of the same tree from the autumn welly walk, take photographs of landmarks, take note of the weather and season). Adult to add to the display of the simple map of the route and plot the photographs taken on the welly walk. 

Put coats, woolly hats, scarves, gloves and blankets in the home corner. 

Simple Field Study: Spring welly walk, on the same route, around the immediate environment (take a photo of the same tree, from the autumn and winter welly walks, take note of the weather and season). Vocabulary: daffodils, blossom. Adult to add to the display of the simple map of the route and plot the photographs taken on the welly walk. 

Put daffodils in the home corner. 

Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter by Kenard Pak (story) 
Tree by Patricia Hegarty (non-fiction and seasons)
Robin’s Winter Song by Suzanne Barton (story) 
Spring by Lizzie Scott (non-fiction) 
One Springy Day by Nick Butterworth (story) 

Create a basic map to plot the route to a local amenity. For example, a park. 
Explore online maps (google – street view). 

Look at aerial photographs of the school.

Dinosaur exploration (names of dinosaurs, kinds of dinosaurs and dinosaur habitats). 

Plant beans and cress. 

Forces: Push and pull moving toys. 

Host a collection of hen eggs. Hatch your own chicks.  

Host a collection of tadpoles. Grow your own frogs. 


	Simple Field Study: Summer welly walk, on the same route, around the immediate environment (take a photo of the same tree from the autumn, winter and spring welly walks, take note of the weather and season). Vocabulary: tree names. Adult to add to the display of the simple map of the route and plot the photographs taken on the welly walk. 

Put sun hats and sunglasses in the home corner.

Tree by Patricia Hegarty (non-fiction and seasons)
The Bee Book by Charlotte Milner 
Cyril The Lonely Cloud by Tim Hopgood (story) 
The Street Beneath my Feet by Charlotte Guillian (story) 
What Can You See in Summer? By Sian Smith (non-fiction) 
Kipper’s Sunny Day by Nick Butterworth (story) 
The Train Ride by Julie Crebbin (story, journey, town, country) 
The Bear in the Cave by Michael Rosen (story, town, country) 
Where the Forest Meets the Sea by Jeannie Baker (ecological) 
Window by Jeannie Baker (ecological) 
Rosie Revere Engineer by Andrea Beaty (technological) 
Iggy Peck Architect by (technological) 
10 Things I Can Do to Help My World by Melanie Walsh (non-fiction) 
Planet Full of Plastic by Neil Layton (ecological) 

Go litter picking. Discuss different types of materials. For example, paper, cardboard, metal, glass and plastic. 

Explore the UK and other countries through the use of the text Emma Jane’s Aeroplane by Katie Haworth.  Watch ‘Go Jetters’ (CBeebies): Four adventure seeking superheroes explore places all around planet earth. Visit the tourist information office. 

Visit a place where children can see a wide range of different animals. 

Explore how different materials float and sink. Demonstrate and discuss buoyancy. 

Melting and freezing: Leave ice cubes out in the sun, see what happens when you shake salt onto them.
Experiment with and discuss sound and vibration (speaking tubes, guitar strings). 

Grow your own butterflies. 
	


Sensible and Meaningful Assessment 
	Past and Present
	Impact

	Term
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Percentage of children who are secure
	
	
	

	Who needs more experience or a different learning experience? Record children’s initials. 
	


	
	

	How will we do this? Consider context and range of situations.


	
	
	



	People, Culture and Communities 
	Impact

	Term
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Percentage of children who are secure
	
	
	

	Who needs more experience or a different learning experience? Record children’s initials. 
	


	
	

	How will we do this? Consider context and range of situations.


	



	
	



	The Natural World 
	Impact

	Term
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Percentage of children who are secure
	
	
	

	Who needs more experience or a different learning experience? Record children’s initials. 
	


	
	

	How will we do this? Consider context and range of situations.


	


	
	



Children who need more experience or a different learning experience are highlighted when progress has been made. Annotations may be added on this sheet (if necessary) or within any other child progress documentation recorded by the school. 


1

